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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (currently amended) A method of maintaining information regarding an item, 
comprising: 

receiving information regarding at least one specification for the item prior to a user 
making a decision of at least one change to the item , wherein the item requires maintenance; 

storing the information in an electronic database; 

providing electronic access to the information; and 

providing additional information related to the item based on the information in order 
to encourage commerce related to the decision of the at least one change to the item. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising sending the information 
from a first computing unit prior to the receiving, wherein the receiving comprises receiving 
the information at a second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a 
communications network. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein the receiving comprises receiving 
the information at a second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a global 
computer network. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising transferring the 
information from another database prior to the receiving, wherein the receiving comprises 
receiving the information from the another database. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the storing comprises storing the 
information in a relational electronic database. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein providing electronic access 
comprises providing electronic access to the information via a computing unit coupled to the 
electronic database via a communications network. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein providing electronic access 
comprises providing electronic assess to the information via a computing unit coupled to the 
electronic database via a global computer network. 
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8. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising associating a unique 
data pattern with the information for access thereto, and wherein providing electronic access 
is only performed if the unique data pattern is first received. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the item comprises a building, and 
wherein the information comprises at least one of building plans, a building material 
identification, a building component identification, an appliance identification, and a 
contractor identification. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the additional 
information is performed in response to a request therefor. 

11. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the additional 
information comprises: 

receiving a request for at least one cost quote from at least one provider for work 
desired respecting the item; obtaining the at least one cost quote; and 

returning the at least one cost quote to the requestor. 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein receiving the request comprises 
electronically receiving the request and providing at least some of the information stored in 
the database to the at least one provider to determine the at least one cost quote. 

13. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the requesting comprises: 
associating at least one temporary data pattern with the item; and 

providing the at least one temporary data pattern to the at least one provider for 
temporary access to the information thereby. 

14. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising associating a temporary 
data pattern with the item for allowing temporary access to at least some of the information 
by a potential purchaser of the item. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, further comprising associating a data 
pattern with the information for full access thereto, wherein providing electronic access is 
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performed only if the data pattern is first received, the method further comprising providing 
the data pattern to the potential purchaser for full access to the information upon purchasing 
the item. 

16. (original) The method of claim 15, further comprising associating a new data 
pattern with the item and disassociating the data pattern from the item. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the additional 
information comprises providing information regarding at least one of repairs, maintenance, 
upgrades, add-ons, complementary products, replacements, and costs for work respecting the 
item. 

18. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the item comprises an 
automobile, and wherein the information comprises at least one of schematics, a 
manufacturing material identification, a manufacturing component identification, a vehicle 
identification number, and a manufacturer-recommended maintenance schedule. 

19. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the item comprises a pet, and 
wherein the information comprises at least one of species, breed, sex, lineage, and health 
history. 

20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the item comprises a human, 
and wherein the information comprises at least one of sex, age, ethnicity, and health history. 

21. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the item comprises a lawn, and 
wherein the information comprises at least one of location, relative amount of sun and shade 
received, grass type, and chemical application history. 

22. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the additional 
information comprises electronically providing the additional information. 
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23. (currently amended) A system for maintaining information regarding an item, 
comprising: 

means for receiving information regarding at least one specification for the item, 
wherein the item requires maintenance , the means for receiving information configured to 
receive the information prior to a user making a decision of at least one change to the item ; 

an electronic database for storing the information; 

means for providing electronic access to the information; and 

means for providing additional information related to the item based on the 
information in order to encourage comm e rce r e lated to the decision of the at least one change 
to the item. 

24. (original) The system of claim 23, further comprising a first computing unit 
for sending the information, wherein the means for receiving comprises a second computing 
unit coupled to the first computing unit. 

25. (original) The system of claim 24, wherein the second computing unit is 
coupled to the first computing unit via a global computer network. 

26. (original) The system of claim 23, further comprising another electronic 
database first storing the information, and wherein the means for receiving comprises means 
for transferring the information from the another electronic database to the electronic 
database. 

27. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the electronic database comprises 
a relational electronic database. 

28. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the means for providing electronic 
access comprises a computing unit coupled to the electronic database. 

29. (original) The system of claim 28, wherein the computing unit is coupled to 
the electronic database via a global computer network. 
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30. (original) The system of claim 23, further comprising means for associating a 
unique data pattern with the information for access thereto, and wherein the means for 
providing electronic access comprises means for first receiving and verifying the unique data 
pattern prior to providing electronic access to the information. 

31. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the item comprises a building, and 
wherein the information comprises at least one of building plans, a building material 
identification, a building component identification, an appliance identification, and a 
contractor identification. 

32. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the means for providing the 
additional information comprises means for providing the additional information in response 
to a request therefor. 

33. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the means for providing the 
additional information comprises: 

means for receiving a request for at least one cost quote from at least one provider for 
work desired respecting the item; and 

means for returning the at least one quote to the requestor. 

34. (original) The system of claim 33, wherein the means for receiving the 
request comprises means for electronically receiving the request for the at least one cost 
quote, the system further comprising means for providing at least some of the information 
stored in the database to the at least one provider to determine the at least one quote. 

35. (original) The system of claim 33, wherein the means for providing at least 
some of the information comprises: 

means for associating at least one unique temporary data pattern with the item; and 

means for providing the at least one unique temporary data pattern to the at least one 
provider for temporary access to the information thereby. 
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36. (original) The system of claim 23, further comprising means for associating a 
unique temporary data pattern with the item for allowing temporary access to at least some of 
the information by a potential purchaser of the item. 

37. (original) The system of claim 23, further comprising means for associating a 
unique data pattern with the information for at least partial access thereto. 

38. (original) The system of claim 37, further comprising means for associating a 
different unique data pattern with the item and disassociating the unique data pattern from the 
item. 

39. (original) The system of claim 23, wherein the means for providing the 
additional information comprises means for providing information regarding at least one of 
repairs, maintenance, upgrades, add-ons, complementary products, replacements^ and costs 
for work respecting the item. 

40. (currently amended) At least one program storage device readable by a 
machine, tangibly embodying at least one program of instructions executable by the machine 
to perform a method maintaining information regarding an item, the method comprising: 

receiving information regarding at least one specification for the item prior to a user 
making a decision of at least one change to the item , wherein the item requires maintenance; 

storing the information in an electronic database; 

providing electronic access to the information; and 

providing additional information related to the item based on the information in order 
to encourage comm e rc e r e lated to the decision of the at least one change to the item. 

41. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, the method 
further comprising sending the information from a first computing unit prior to the receiving, 
wherein the receiving comprises receiving the information at a second computing unit 
coupled to the first computing unit via a communications network. 
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42. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 41, wherein the 
receiving comprises receiving the information at a second computing unit coupled to the first 
computing unit via a global computer network. 

43. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, the method 
further comprising transferring the information from another database prior to the receiving, 
wherein the receiving comprises receiving the information from the another database. 

44. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
storing comprises storing the information in a relational electronic database. 

45. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein 
providing electronic access comprises providing electronic access to the information via a 
computing unit coupled to the electronic database via a communications network. 

46. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 45, wherein 
providing electronic access comprises providing electronic assess to the information via a 
computing unit coupled to the electronic database via a global computer network. 

47. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, the method 
further comprising associating a unique data pattern with the information for access thereto, 
and wherein providing electronic access is only performed if the unique data pattern is first 
received. 

48. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
item comprises a building, and wherein the information comprises at least one of building 
plans, a building material identification, a building component identification, an appliance 
identification, and a contractor identification. 

49. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein 
providing the additional information is performed in response to a request therefor. 

50. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein 
providing the additional information comprises: 
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receiving a request for at least one cost quote from at least one provider for work 
desired respecting the item; 

obtaining the at least one cost quote; and 

returning the at least one cost quote to the requestor. 

51. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 50, wherein 
receiving the request comprises electronically receiving the request and providing at least 
some of the information stored in the database to the at least one provider to determine the at 
least one cost quote. 

52. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 50, wherein the 
requesting comprises: 

associating at least one temporary data pattern with the item; and 

providing the at least one temporary data pattern to the at least one provider for 
temporary access to the information thereby. 

53. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, the method 
further comprising associating a temporary data pattern with the item for allowing temporary 
access to at least some of the information by a potential purchaser of the item. 

54. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 53, the method 
further comprising associating a data pattern with the information for full access thereto, 
wherein providing electronic access is performed only if the data pattern is first received, the 
method further comprising providing the data pattern to the potential purchaser for full access 
to the information upon purchasing the item. 

55. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 54, the method 
further comprising associating a new data pattern with the item and disassociating the data 
pattern from the item. 

56. (original) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein 
providing the additional information comprises providing information regarding at least one 
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of repairs, maintenance, upgrades, add-ons, complementary products, replacements, and costs 
for work respecting the item. 

57. (withdrawn) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
item comprises an automobile, and wherein the information comprises at least one of 
schematics, a manufacturing material identification, a manufacturing component 
identification, a vehicle identification number, and a manufacturer-recommended 
maintenance schedule. 

58. (withdrawn) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
item comprises a pet, and wherein the information comprises at least one of species, breed, 
sex, lineage, and health history. 

59. (withdrawn) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
item comprises a human, and wherein the information comprises at least one of sex, age, 
ethnicity, and health history. 

60. (withdrawn) The at least one program storage device of claim 40, wherein the 
item comprises a lawn, and wherein the information comprises at least one of location, 
relative amount of sun and shade received, grass type, and chemical application history. 

61. (original) The at least one program device of claim 40, wherein providing the 
additional information comprises electronically providing the additional information. 
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